Vera Poe Routon is one of our family historians to whom we owe a debt, not only in
passing down oral history and stories to the next generation but in inspiring her
brothers, nieces, and nephews to be proud of their Routon heritage and history.
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Stephanie Routon Tayloe requested this tribute to Vera in acknowledgement of her
accomplishments and mentorship of
young Routons in following her example as Family Historian.
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We thank these Routons for their contribution to this presentation – Clara Routon
Hart for her notes, Stephanie Routon Tayloe and Bernice Routon Scott for their
remembrances, and David F. Routon for his family history.
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Here is Vera with her parents, Quincy Everett and Laura Bowden Routon, and her
brothers Fuqua, Ed, Elbert, and Ralph.
Ed and Elbert were twins.
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Vera Poe Routon was born September 24, 1889, right before the Gay 90’s. Vera
was the daughter of Quincy Everett Routon and Laura William Bowden Routon.
She was the only girl and eldest child.
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Vera died December 30, 1968 and is buried in Bevill Cemetery next to her parents,
Q. E. and Laura Routon.
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Her is a picture Vera in her teens - she is at the far left followed by Ed, Elbert,
Fuqua, and lastly Ralph looking somewhat uncomfortable in this frilly shirt!
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Vera is shown here with her cousin, Gertie.
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This is her father, Quincy, who served as the County Court Clerk for Henry County
at the turn of the century and was also clerk for the Spring Hill Church. Bernice
Scott has a beautifully preserved hand-card for Quincy's candidacy for County Clerk
Court probably from the late 1880's. Mr. Quince ran a grocery store in Routon
where he also served as the Routon, Tennessee postmaster. He also farmed in
Routon. David Routon remembers visiting his grandfather in his general store when
he was a small boy.
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Here is Vera’s mother, Laura William Bowden Routon. Like so many Routons and
Routon spouses, Laura was a teacher. She taught in Arkansas before their
marriage. Descendents of this branch of the family have preserved letters that
Laura wrote to Quincy and to her grandchildren as well as poems. David Routon
and Bernice Scott have original copies, photocopies, and Word documents of these
letters.

10

Here is Vera’s aunt, Ada Bowden – her mother’s sister. Ada was also a school
teacher and taught school at Lebanon,
Tennessee.
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This picture was provided by Betty Routon Vogel – this is of an unidentified school
in Routon, Tennessee.
Vera is listed as the last person on the second row.
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This is the Albany School – the name was later change to Routon. The slate held
by the girl in the front row says, 1903.
Vera is identified as the 8th person on the top row. Claira Hart tells us that Vera went
to school in walking distance
from her home. Vera graduated from Grove High School as Valedictorian in 1909.
She took classes
In Memphis in 1912 and also at Berea College in Kentucky where she learned
weaving and making baskets. She had a large loom at home and did weaving into
the late 50’s. Bernice Routon has a dresser scarf woven by Vera that she uses to
this day. She took piano lessons and liked classical music. She was taught oil
painting by Aunt Pearl. Her first teaching job was in Whitlock, Tennessee, a small
town in northeast Henry County. She taught with a young woman whose last name
was Paschall. After a while, they lost touch until they ended up in the same hospital
room in the Henry County General Hospital when Vera broke her hip in 1967. Vera
taught school in Pinson, Tennessee in 1916, and at Union University in Jackson,
Tennessee, in 1928, 1932, and 1939. In 1935 she taught at Chickasaw College in
Pontiac, Mississippi.
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Here is Bernice Scott who remembers Vera from a visit made to spend the summer
with her family in Maryland.
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Vera spoke Spanish and taught Spanish and typing at Union University in Jackson,
Tennessee, and read Clara Routon Hart and Dale Routon stories from a Spanish
reader. The Routons boast three Spanish teachers – Vera, Janice Routon, and
Claudia Routon. Vera was recognized for her intelligence and learning. During
World War II, she worked as a civilian employee, a bookkeeper, in the PX at the
military base, Camp Tyson, at Routon, Tennessee. The military had purchased the
old Routon homestead as a testing ground for barrage balloons. She had good
management skills and was well-paid in her position. She enjoyed artistic and
intellectual interests and displayed a high quality and focused intelligence. Later in
life she moved to Miami, Florida to work for her brother, Fuqua, in one of his
businesses there for two years to qualify for Social Security. She was a member of
the Baptist church.
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Vera is remembered as somewhat of a hypochondriac - she had asthma and
endless problems with the "change of life". Although some thought Vera a bit
neurotic, the Routons all respected Vera's intelligence and creativity. Her talents as
a teacher, weaver, and historian were well recognized. We owe her a debt for
preserving Routon history and passing stories and written documents down to
descendents. She valued family and always returned to her home environment,
although she could have sustained herself in an independent life. Vera carried on
the legacy of her father, Quincy, as a Routon historian. Stephanie Tayloe
remembers her sitting under a tree, telling all the grandchildren gathered around the
history of the Routon family. She shared oral history and her own writings about the
Routon ancestors. Other Routon descendents share in this tradition - Fred Booth,
Ralph Routon, David Routon, Don Routon, Bernice Routon Scott, and Stephanie
Routon Tayloe. Her love of Routon history and genealogy was passed down to
Routon descendents. But for her, much of Routon history would have been lost or
forgotten.
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Later in life Vera moved into the Quincy homestead with her brother, Elbert, and his
wife, Tommye Simpson Routon, and their children, Clara Routon (now Hart) and
Dale Routon. She displayed an interest in her nieces and nephews and a fondness
for them. Vera maintained her sharp mind even in old age. After Vera's death in
1968, on March 11, 1971, the Quincy Routon homeplace, a landmark in the Routon
community for nearly a century, burned. The original part of the house was built in
1888, the year that Quincy and Laura Bowden were married. The additions were
built about 1901. It was a white frame two-story Victorian house. Many antiques,
family papers, and pictures were lost. Also lost was Vera's weaving loom and
examples of her weaving. Routon portraits were destroyed in this blaze but were
preserved through photographs taken by Ralph Routon of the portraits of Mary Polly
Fuqua Routon, Stephen Palmer Routon, and Mary Catherine Haymes Routon at
eighteen years old. Some of these photos have been shared with me by Betty
Routon Vogel.
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Clara Hart tells us that as the grandchildren and great-grandchildren of Q. E. and
Laura Routon grew up, Aunt Vera made them all peanut butter and jelly
sandwiches, grapefruit and orange peel candies, brown bread, and sliced apples –
all made her way. Dale and Clara grew up with this school teacher and took her for
granted as did Clara’s daughters, Judy and Teresa. Vera crocheted and could knit
and tat. She loved reading, worked crossword puzzles, and raised flowers.
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We thank Vera for her time and talents so generously shared with the next Routon
generation – the family
history and knowledge that she passed on to be recorded for future Routon
descendents.
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