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We owe a debt to these Routon historians who have spent many hours on research 
in libraries, government archives, newspaper offices, attics, and old trunks gathering 
and preserving information and photographs and sharing their information with the 
other members of the family.  
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I dedicate this presentation to Bernice who wanted to see a brief history of the 
Routons developed to share with Routon descendents and to all the Routon family 
historians of the past who shared their Routon stories with us: Quincy Everett 
Routon, Vera Routon, and Ralph Routon. 
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Where did the Routons come from?  And the Fuquas who intermarried with the 
Routons?
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Normandy is believed by some Routons to be the home province of the family in 
France. Normandy is in the northwest corner of France. Some believe that originally 
the Routons were Huguenots – French Protestants – from Normandy who escaped 
France during the French Wars of Religion to come to America to escape religious 
prosecution – that they made their way to Buckingham County, Virginia, before the 
Revolutionary War.  The Huguenots were protestants who were engaged in the war 
with the Catholics for religious freedom.  The Huguenots were not successful in this 
war and many chose to emigrate to England, Germany, Switzerland, Canada, 
America, and the Netherlands. Many of the Huguenots were skilled artisans, 
weavers, and merchants and were welcomed by the countries where they settled. 
Some were noblemen who opposed the French monarchy.  This is the story handed 
down through the generations of Routons by oral history.  Can we prove it?  No.  
We do know that Routons live in France today – you can see Routons from France 
on the Internet.  But no one so far has proof to trace them back from Buckingham 
County to Normandy. Some believe that the Routons immigrated to England first 
before they came to America.  There is a street in London named Routon.  Did the 
Routons migrate directly from France to Virginia or did they live in England for a 
time?  The question to date remains unresolved. 
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This is a portrayal of the St. Bartholomew’s Eve Massacre in Paris – a betrayal and 
ambush that decimated the army of Henry of Navarre, one of the most famous 
French Protestant generals who later became a King of France. This gives you an 
idea of the forces that the Huguenots faced in France.  
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On this map of Virginia, Buckingham County is almost dead center. No records are 
available in Virginia to trace the John Routon Family back to France or to England.  
Records from King and Queen County courthouse were burned in fires in 1825 and 
1865. Caroline County’s records prior to 1836 were destroyed in the Civil War.  
Records in England show a Routon and some Rowtons. Spelling of Routon is seen 
in various forms even in Virginia’s records.  In Fuqua – A Flight for Freedom
published in 1974 by Alya Dean Irwin, we see that the Fuquas came to Virginia from 
France.  The Fuquas were definitely Huguenots fleeing persecution in France. 
Some of the Fuqua Huguenots fled France between 1659 and 1685.  Some Fuquas
may have migrated to Virginia from the British Isles.  Guillaume Fuqua was a 
forebear of Mary Polly Fuqua who married Phillip Routon. 
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Fred Booth’s research shows that John Routon purchased 200 acres of land in 
Buckingham County, Virginia, in 1764. A later deed shows that Phillip Routon (our 
ancestor) and his brother, Stephen, sold some of this land in 1832. 
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One of John Routon’s sons, James Routon, served with the Virginia militia during 
the Revolutionary War.  His pension application shows that the was born in 1762 in 
King and Queen County, Virginia. 
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Buckingham County Land Tax records show John Routon’s original 200 acres as his 
residence.  John Routon married Hanna Palmer – she may have been his second 
wife.  
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John Routon died in 1810 in Buckingham County.  Hannah Palmer Routon, 
daughter of John Palmer, born 1745 in Prince Edward County, Virginia, died in 1815 
also in Buckingham County. 
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Their son, Phillip Routon, our ancestor, was born in Buckingham County in 1792, 
but left Virginia in 1819 to move to Logan County, Kentucky and join his brother, 
Reuben. An 1820 census shows Phillip and Reuben in Logan County. 
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Logan County is in the south central area of Kentucky. 
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Stephanie Routon Tayloe located the Fuqua Cemetery in Logan County, Kentucky, 
four miles from the Russellville, Kentucky, town square, on a property once owned 
by Stephen Fuqua.  In 2001 the house built by Stephen Fuqua was still standing.  It 
was from this house that Mary Polly Fuqua left to marry Phillip Routon in 1819.   
These Fuquas were the family of Mary Penelope “Polly” Fuqua Routon that married 
Phillip Routon. 
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Phillip Routon married Polly Fuqua in 1819 in Buckingham County – their families 
lived near each other. 
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Eventually John Routon’s sons, Stephen and Phillip Routon, both migrated to Henry 
County around 1828.  Both brothers owned farms.  Reuben Routon moved to 
Morgan County, Missouri. 
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Henry County is located in the northwest corner of Tennessee near the Kentucky 
border.   
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Phillip Routon died in 1838 in Henry County leaving Mary Fuqua Routon a widow 
with four children. He is buried in a private cemetery on the Manleyville farm that 
was later sold. 
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This picture of Mary Penelope “Polly” Fuqua Routon is from a picture which Don 
Routon publishes in his book, Routon Families. 
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In 1819 Phillip married Mary Penelope “Polly” Fuqua who was the daughter of 
Stephen Fuqua and Susannah Garrett of Buckingham County.  The two families, 
Routons and Fuquas, had adjacent properties in Virginia.  Her ancestor, Guillaume 
Fuqua, came to Virginia in the 1690’s fleeing Huguenot persecution. The Fuquas 
descended from the Marquis de Fuqua of France.  Mary Polly Fuqua Routon: Born 
1796 in Buckingham County, Virginia - Died 1878  in Henry County, Tennessee.  
She is buried in Spring Hill Baptist Church Cemetery. 
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Here is a picture of a portrait of  Mary Polly Fuqua Routon.  The original of this 
portrait was burned when the Quincy Routon house burned down.  We can thank 
David Routon’s father, Ralph, for photographing family portraits that hung in the 
house before it burned.  
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In 1852 Mary and her sons bought a farm in a community called Albany, later 
changed to Routon. Mary Polly Fuqua Routon is remembered as a strong woman 
who believed in Providence and making the best out of any situation.  She 
reminisced about her early years in the Old Dominion when she rode side saddle 
like a blue blood Virginian straight in the saddle.  She was born at the time George 
Washington was President, moved to the frontier in a covered wagon, lived through 
the Civil War, raised her children after her husband's death, and lived to see her 
many grandchildren.  She was a member of Springhill Baptist Church where she 
was buried in 1878.  Her granddaughter, Gertie, wrote that her favorite hymn was 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus." 
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Two of the sons of Phillip Routon and Mary Polly Fuqua Routon founded the 
branches that are of interest to us – Stephen Palmer Routon born 1830 and John 
Henry Routon born 1832 – both in Henry County. 
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Here is a picture of John Henry Routon from Don Routon’s book. The John Henry 
Routon branch is the family of Fred Booth, Norma Brown Steele, Annette Routon 
Watters, Evelyn “Pinkie” Watters Carson, and Marden Watters. 
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This picture was found in Minnie Routon’s trunk.  Fred Booth helped identify the 
John Henry Routon descendents in this picture. 
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Christine Routon on the left above is also a John Henry Routon descendent who 
was left with Wash and Helen Wimbish to raise. Everett Routon is on the right. 
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We believe that Marden Watters was the son of Annette Routon Watters – brother 
of Pinkie Watters Carson.  
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John Henry Routon’s first wife was Martha Hunt Wimbish – three Routon men 
married Wimbish brides.  My grandmother, Minnie Wimbish Routon, married Joseph 
Routon.  John Henry’s twin brother, Phillip Quincy Routon, married Sarah Wimbish 
in 1858. Phillip Quincy Routon was a physician – he and Sarah cared for the sick 
during a Yellow Fever outbreak – they both contracted the fever and died a few 
days apart in 1879. 

John Henry Routon and Martha had nine children. John was a tall man with a beard 
and blue eyes.  He was a well read man and an avid reader.  He named one of his 
sons after the writer and poet, John Milton. He joined the Springhill Baptist Church 
as a young man and was a great Bible student, reading it through many times 
during his long life. He began going deaf at age 50 and would carry a little slate and 
stick of chalk so he could communicate with people.  They would ask questions on 
the slate and he would answer verbally with his deep voice. He married Martha Hunt 
Wimbish in 1855.  She died in 1886 and is buried in Springhill Church Cemetery.  
He married a second time to Amanda Anderson in 1892 - with no children. John 
Henry Routon died on his farm in 1921.  He lived the longest of his family and the 
last member of the family to go. 
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Descendents of John Henry Routon are:  William Watson Routon, Mary Amelia 
Routon, Roland Cicero Routon.
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Judah Routon, Talitha Annette Routon, and Milton Vincit Veritas Routon. 
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Theophilus Eugene Routon, Martha Pernelia Routon, and Henry Edison Routon. 
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Here is a photo of a portrait of Stephen Palmer Routon – this photo was also taken 
by Ralph Routon.  This photo was given to me by Betty Routon Vogel. Stephen 
Palmer Routon was born in February, 1830 in Henry County. His father, Phillip,  was 
a farmer and slave holder of one family of slaves (father, mother, and several 
children).  Stephen Palmer was named Stephen after his maternal grandfather and 
Palmer after his father's mother, Hannah Palmer, wife of John Routon. 
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His father died when he was thirteen, leaving his mother, Mary Polly Fuqua, with 
nine children to raise, the farm to manage, and only a few slaves to help but Mary 
managed. In 1856 they sold their farm in Manleyville and bought land in what was 
then called Albany, later called Routon. 
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Stephen could read and write.  He had long, shoulder length dark hair, dark eyes, a 
beard and mustached. He died August 22, 1874 from pneumonia that he developed 
after staying out in the rain to mend a fence.  He may have had consumption 
several years before his death.  He was buried in Springhill Church in Henry County. 
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In June 1858 Stephen Palmer Routon married Mary Catherine Haymes with whom 
he had five children. Mary Catherine raised their five children after his death. She 
was born December 20, 1834, in Danville, Virginia.  Around 1840 her family moved 
to Henry County. 
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She was well educated and one of the first women teachers in Henry County.  She 
served as the governess to the children of Gov. Isham G. Harris - Civil War 
Governor of Tennessee. Fun loving as a girl, it was said that she was a spiritual 
medium and held seances to entertain her friends. Her cousin, Thornton Russell, 
would play the violin and she would communicate with the deceased.  Once she got 
a message in the form of handwriting from George Washington "to leave the spirits 
alone."  The story says that the table shook!! Her mother had died leaving her father 
a widower. He told her that he would go to war in her husband's place if she would 
stay home and raise her younger brothers and sisters.  If anything happened to him, 
she would have his farm which joined theirs. In 1862 William Haymes was wounded 
in the Confederate service at the Battle of  Island # 10 - he died later that day near a 
church that was being used as a hospital. This battle took place at a bend in the 
Mississippi River near New Madrid, Missouri, and Lake County, Tennessee. It was a 
Union victory. 

During the war, Union soldiers captured the farm and forced Mary Catherine to cook 
a meal for them.  When they left, the soldiers robbed her smokehouse and stole all 
her chickens. 

The Routon homestead was several hundred acres and there they grew at various 
times cotton and corn.  
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Ma Routon was beloved by children, neighbors, and even her former slaves. One 
woman, Harriet Routon,  who had been a Routon slave before emancipation,  would 
come back to visit with Ma Routon.  Mary Catherine would invite her into the kitchen 
and serve her coffee and cake and they would catch up on events.  When Harriet 
left, she would call out to Ma Routon, upon leaving, "Let Jesus be your doctor and 
friend.“
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Ma Routon was active in the Springhill Church where she taught Sunday School for 
over 50 years. Sunday School Photo - Information from the Routon Book by 
Stephanie Routon Tayloe: 

"This photo of a Sunday School class outside Spring Hill Church was made about 
1900.  In the front row are (from left) Fuqua Routon, Holley Carter, Collins 
Spaulding, an unknown boy, and Ralph Routon.  In the second row are Mrs. Mary
Kate Routon, the teacher, Nettie Routon, an unknown girl, Everett Routon, Elbert 
Routon, Hallet Howard, an unknown boy, Carlos Wright, Bryan Carter, and two 
unknown girls. In the back row are Ludie Crowder, Lola Spaulding, Ivie Carter, 
Montie Bushart, Vertie Wiseman, three unknown girls, Helen Hurt, and an unknown 
boy."
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(Copies of this picture are in the Henry County Archives) 

The Routons here are from left to right: Horace, Ma Routon, Gertie, Joe, Laura, 
Quince, Jim, and,  at the far right,  we have Bob, the horse.
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Ma Routon welcomed relations who had no other home to go to. Grace Routon,  
orphan of Dr. Phillip Routon, Ma Routon's Haymes brothers:  Iverson, Felix and Jim,  
all lived with her at one time or another. Her mother-in-law Mary Polly Fuqua lived 
with her until 1878 when she died. She took in Aunt Polly Bush whose husband 
helped establish the First Baptist Church in Paris and also the Springhill Church. 
Another orphan she took in was the mother of Mr. Moody, owner of Moody Reality.  
She was know and respected for her charitable deeds. She loved to read and even 
on her death bed would correct incorrect English and the mispronounced words of 
others. 
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She died in 1920 and is buried next to her husband in Springhill Church. Her 
obituary said that her friends and neighbors came to her for advice and sympathy 
and that no one was too little, too poor, or too insignificant to merit her heartfelt 
sympathy and help. She was praised as 'unassuming, uniformly good tempered, 
kind, obliging, industrious, frugal but charitable, she ruled her 

household and from her life radiated a light and influence that can never die".  
Another obituary called her cultured, refined, and deeply religious.  
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This is a family tree of starting with John Routon and Hannah Palmer and ending 
with the generation of Stephen Palmer Routon and John Henry Routon.  
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Stephen Palmer Routon and Mary Catherine Haymes Routon had five children: 
Quincy Everett Routon, Horace Mortimer Routon, Mary Gertrude Routon, Joseph 
Senter Routon, and Stephen James Routon.  Horace and Gertie did not marry and 
have children so let’s take them first. 
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Horace Mortimer Routon was born in January, 1862. He died in 1936 and is buried 
in Bevill Cemetery. This picture of Horace is from Don Routon’s book, Routon 
Families.  
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Horace worked on the farm.  He never married. Horace worked hard and was 
frugal, saved his money and paid $ 700 cash for a model T Ford.  He drove it home 
and parked it in the shed built onto an outbuilding, and it was stolen three days later 
without a trace of it again.  Horace sent runners on foot to Sheriff Breedlove, but no 
trace was ever found. They never found the car nor who stole it but Ed Routon was 
quoted as saying, "We know..........“  Horace was not very talkative but Bernice 
Routon Scott says that as a child she enjoyed talking to Horace who was gentle 
with children and a good listener and patient with the little ones. Vera said that 
Horace had once seen a Shakespearean actor, Edmund Booth, perform in Memphis 
and thought he was grand. Horace and Gertie lived on in the Routon homestead 
after Ma Routon died in 1920.  After their deaths, Mr. Jimmy (J. S. Routon) bought 
out the other heirs. The same month that Mr. Jimmy died, the house burned down. 
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Horace died in 1936 and is buried in Bevill Cemetery. 
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Here is a picture of Mary Gertrude Routon, called Gertie,  with Vera, her niece. Aunt 
Gertie never married and she helped out on the farm and in the house.  
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She played a high back organ that stood in the parlor. She led a somewhat isolated 
life.  My mother (Mary Helen Routon Pemberton) and Hallie Routon (Ralph's wife) 
said that Gertie was very curious and very direct - if she saw something new in your 
house she would ask, "When did you get this?  Where did you get it?  How much 
did it cost?" Helen and Hallie would joke when they visited and say, "I've come to 
Gertie your house.“  Gertie was a devoted member of the Baptist Church and was 
always on the look out for souls that needed saving. Whether they wanted to be 
saved or not! 
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Gertie was born in September, 1864, and died in 1941. She is buried in Bevill 
Cemetery. 
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Now let's take the three sons who founded families and learn something about them 
and their wives and children. Here are pictures of Quincy Everett Routon as a 
young man. 
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Another picture of Quincy as a young man. 
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Mr. Quincy served as Court Clerk for Henry County, postmaster of Routon, 
Tennessee, Clerk of Spring Hill Church for 58 years and ran a general store at the 
Routon crossroads that David F. Routon remembers.  He also farmed. 
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Quincy was born December 16, 1860, died September 27, 1949, and is buried in 
Bevill Cemetery.
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Here is a picture of the Henry County Courthouse where the three Routon sons had 
offices at various times. 
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Quincy married Laura William Bowden in 1888.  
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Laura was a very attractive woman - here is a picture of her when she was young.
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Laura was born 1864, married Quincy in 1888, and died September 19, 1929 at 65 
years old.  She is buried at Bevill Cemetery. 
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Her obituary notes that she was a school teacher, Sunday school teacher, involved 
in civic activities, and served as President of the county W.C.T.U. (Women's 
Christian Temperance Union). She was asked by the state historian, John Trottwood 
Moore, to prepare data on Henry County military history for the state archives. Her 
obituary states that Laura "was queenly in bearing - a gracious, kindly woman - high 
minded, modest, gentle, whose every thought and deed were those of a splendid 
lady.  She was the ideal of her family and gave the strength of her mind and body to 
their welfare."   The letters that she wrote to Quincy and to her grandchildren reflect 
the values of her time but also show the same concerns that we share today.  
Bernice tells us that in her memories of her grandmother, Laura, she was the model 
of a Victorian lady. 
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Their five children were Vera, Ed and Elbert – twins, Fuqua, and Ralph. 
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Their grandchildren are:  Bernice, Don, Betty, Clara, Dale, Betty Ellsworth, and 
David F. Routon. 
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Here is the Quincy Everett family - Quincy and Laura, and Vera, Fuqua, Ed, Elbert, 
and Ralph. 
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Here is another picture of their children when they were older.
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This is a picture provided by Betty Ellsworth of her father, Fuqua and Elizabeth Routon and 
Ralph and Hallie Routon. 

We have information that was shared about some of Mr. Quince's children. Edward Routon 
was a successful businessman and executive at Fruit Growers' Express and lived in the 
Baltimore/Washington D.C. area. Elbert Routon married Tommye Simpson and remained at 
the Q. E. Routon homestead involved in farming. Vera, his sister, lived with him at various 
times and was a teacher and bookkeeper. Fuqua Routon served in WWI seeing combat in 
France. Later he was a businessman in Miami, Florida in car sales and real estate.  His 
hobby was raising orchids in a greenhouse at his home. Ralph Routon was a civil engineer 
who was inspector of highways and planning for highway construction in Tennessee.  He 
helped with Highway 79 here in Henry County and other roads in the Camp Tyson area. 
Later he worked for the Tennessee State Highway Department in Nashville.  He loved 
classical music and I remember he was an avid reader of The New Yorker and Punch 
magazines.  He was a courtly gentleman and loved reading an smoking his cigars. 

Betty Ellsworth sent me a profile of her father, Fuqua, in 2007:  

"Dad was in World War I and soon after his return, moved to Miami, Florida to work for a 
Paris friend, R. A. Mooney, in the car business. He later opened his own real estate agency 
and auto tag agency. My father was my childhood idol and I was his boy.  Some of my 
favorite memories are of trout fishing in the North Carolina mountains every summer with 
Ralph (his young brother) and Hallie Routon. We continued this until a year before Dad 
died in 1969, with my mother doing the baby sitting for four active children. My father taught 
me truth and dependability and all the other characteristics of Christian integrity. He taught 
me by his example. Dad raised orchids as his hobby.  He was active in men's clubs that 
had a ministry with boys' clubs.  He believed in helping others and pursued this through his 
business office as well. Dad died December 21, 1969 in Miami, Florida." 

Betty Routon Ellsworth 
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Mr. Joe was a teacher in Henry County public schools for 15 years.  He was a tall 
man, bald in later life, with fringes of black hair and a prominent mustache. 



67

This is a picture of Joe Routon when he was a teacher in Henry County. 
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Another picture of Joe Routon in middle age. 
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Here’s Joe Routon in his office in the Courthouse. 



70

He served as Superintendent of County Schools for Henry County for 30 years, 
continuously from 1903 to 1932. He was dedicated to improving the schools and in 
new modes of education.   He was instrumental in the establishment of Grove High 
School, the first public high school in Paris and Henry County.  Joe Routon made 
primary education mandatory for African-American children and worked hard to 
establish black schools in Henry County.  He was a friend of Mordecaid Johnson, 
who went on to become president of Howard University.  Val Routon tells the story 
of an elder black retired teacher  in the 1950's who came to county services and 
saw her nameplate and asked if she was related to Joe Routon.  He said that Joe 
Routon was one of the best friends he ever had - he came to visit his classroom 
when he was a teacher - Joe would  "talk to the pupils and always said things to 
brag on us and have some humor to give us."  He said that Joe Routon always gave 
him encouragement and support in his teaching career. Another student also 
remembers him from 1912 visiting her class, encouraging the children, inquiring 
what books they had read lately.  He was loved by the teachers and pupils. 
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The Paris Intelligencer wrote of him as the "Compelling factor in local attainment of 
state standards in school conduct and operation and his name has been 
inseparably identified with school progress“. * His funeral was the "largest 
concourse of people ever assembled at a funeral in Henry County" at that time. 
Schools in Paris and Henry County were closed for the funeral day on proclamation 
of the Mayor,  Paris stores closed for 10 minutes during the funeral, the flag in court 
park was at half-mast. In his obituary it was said that "Joe Routon was a model 
churchman, a kindly neighbor, and a perfect home man". Pearl Routon, for many 
years after his death, gave a scholarship in his name.  His son,  Earl, was principal 
of Grove High School.  I donated two speeches written by Joe Routon to the Henry 
County Archives - both address the importance of education and offering young 
people information about the many career choices that were open to them through 
higher education.  I also donated original newspaper obituaries and reporting of Joe 
Routon's funeral. 
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Joe married Minnie Wimbish, a distant cousin on his mother's side. One Routon 
anecdote is that when Mr. Joe and Minnie were married, distant Wimbish cousins, 
all high spirited, shot guns and galloped on their horses around the house.  At the 
end of the commotion, the reserved Routons had all stepped inside the house. 
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Here is a picture of Minnie when she was very young. 
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Here are pictures of Joe’s wife, Minnie Wimbish Routon, after their wedding.  In so 
many of these pictures you will see a striking resemblance between Minnie and 
Everett Routon. 
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Here is a picture taken in the backyard of my childhood home in Nashville – Minnie 
was in her 80’s. 
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Minnie took care of the farm while Joe served as Superintendent of County Schools.  
My Mother remembers her as an excellent seamstress and tailor – gentle and loving 
to her family.  Minnie was one of the three Wimbish brides who married Routon 
men. 
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Children of Joe and Minnie Routon are:  Everett, Earl, and Helen. 
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Here are other family pictures of Joe Routon, Minnie Routon, and their children.  
This picture is of Joe, Minnie, and Everett. 
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This is Joe and Minnie’s farmhouse in Routon. 
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Joe and Minnie in middle years. 
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This is Everett – their first born. 
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Everett served as a Corporal in World War I in France.  Roger Routon has an 
embroidered postcard that Everett sent Minnie – The front is embroidered in 
pansies and the embroidered script reads, “To My Dear Mother”.  Everett writes: 

Prusly, France 

Jan. 19, 1919

Dear Mother, 

I thought I would drop you just a word or two to let you know I am well and only 
waiting for my turn to cross the waters and return home again. 

With love and best wishes, I remain, Your son, Everett.

This card is beautifully preserved – the colors as bright as they were in 1919. 
Everett wrote of his experiences in France in two letters that have been preserved –
He visited Paris where he saw Napolean’s Tomb and the palace at Versailles where 
he visited the hall where the armistice was signed – “and had my hand on the table 
where the papers will be signed.”  
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This is a picture of Everett – far right, third up from the bottom, at Grove High 
School, believed to be a picture of the Agriculture Class. Everett was a farmer after 
return from WW I. 
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Earl with Everett. 
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Earl Routon served as principal of Grove High School from 1937 – 1941, where he 
was once a student.  He was the second principal to serve who was also a graduate 
of Grove. Earl taught math – he had received a master in Mathematics from 
Vanderbilt. The 1938 Futurist yearbook was dedicated to Earl – “In grateful 
recognition of the service of one who through recent years, both as teacher and 
principal, by his wise counsel, unfaltering loyalty, and energy has at all times helped 
to guide us to the place from which opens the bright vista of today, we, the senior 
class, 

Most respectfully dedicate the 1938 Future yearbook to Mr. Earl G. Routon.”  He 
later sold textbook contracts for school systems for Row, Peterson, and Company 
publishing company and was tragically killed in an automobile accident. 
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This is my mother, Helen.  I have this picture in a frame over my bed – it’s in an oval 
frame with convex glass. 
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This is a picture of my mother with Everett. 
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I think this is a picture at Murray State where my mother studied English and also 
obtained a teaching certificate. 
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I think that this picture was taken when she was a senior at Grove High School.  
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Another picture of my Mother, probably while she was in college. 
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There are the grandchildren of Joe and Minnie Routon. 
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This is a picture of Mr. Jimmy Routon, the youngest Routon son. Mr. Jimmy was the 
last child of Stephen Palmer Routon and Mary Catherine Haymes Routon.  He was 
named Stephen after his father and James after Ma Routon's brother, Jim Haymes. 
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At thirteen he ran away from home and got a job as a news butch and worked on a 
riverboat going to New Orleans.  After the riverboat got stuck on a sandbar, the 
Captain asked Jimmy to show pictures to the passengers in the main salon to keep 
the passengers from panicking. 

He next went to New York planning to work his way to Europe.  He got a job on a 
cattle ship, but didn't like the odor, so he left the ship before it sailed out of New 
York harbor.  He returned home and entered Bethel College in Mc Kenzie, 
Tennessee.  Later he attended Rome Business College in Rome, Georgia.  There 
he took penmanship from Mr. Justine who was 100 years old at the time and had 
lived in George Washinton's day. Mr. Jimmy was thought to have the most beautiful 
handwriting of anyone in Henry County.  Mr. Jimmy served as Deputy County Court 
Clerk, Henry County, under his brother, Quince. After Rome, he went to St. 
Augustine, Florida where he taught school for a few years.  He called the area the 
land of the crocs because, as he walked to school, he would stop on a bridge to 
watch the crocodiles crawl to sun in the sand. 
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In 1907 he was elected State Senator for Henry and Carroll Counties during the 
administration of  Gov. Malcom Patterson. 

He helped Civil War veterans get confederate pensions and helped widows get 
pensions. Senator Routon was described by the Nashville Banner as "the hardest 
working man in the Senate".  He worked with his older brother, Joe Routon, to pass 
Child Labor Laws to keep children in school. He was a close friend of Tennessee 
politicians - Senator Carmack, Gov. Patterson, Gov. James Porter, Gov. Tom Rye, 
and Gov. Cooper. Mr. Jimmy later assisted draftees and enlistees, in World War I, 
with securing necessary data and completing questionnaires. He started real estate 
business in Paris, 

owning over thirty houses as rental property. Stephanie Tayloe remembers her 
grandfather as a kind southern gentleman who tipped his hat to all the ladies and 
went to the Caldwell Hotel Barbershop every morning for his daily shave, shoeshine 
and collection of news.  He maintained his interest in current events and the growth 
of the community.  He died in his home on Dunlap Street which is now owned by 
Stephanie. 
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In 1901 he married Pearl Sanders. 
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She was affectionately called "Miss Pearl".  She was the daughter of William 
Sanders and Henrietta Walker Sanders. 

She attended art school at Peabody College and later served as Assistant 
Superintendent of County Schools in 1900.

Miss Pearl  was an accomplished portrait artist and was known for her charitable 
works. She worked with Joe Routon, her brother-in-law and Superintendent of 
County Schools, to assure that art, music, debate, and dramatics would be taught in 
Henry County schools. She and Mr. Jimmy owned a flower shop and greenhouse in 
Paris.  My mother, after the school day ended at Grove High School, would walk 
down to her shop and spend a few hours with her Aunt Pearl waiting for her father, 
Joe, to end his day at the Courthouse and drive by to pick her up and return to 
Routon. Stephanie Routon Tayloe purchased her grandmother, Pearl's house, on 
Dunlap Street, and has had it restored.  It is now listed on the historical registry of 
the Colonial Dames. As a portrait artist, she painted a portrait of the wife of 
Governor of Tennessee, Frank Clement, which was shown on "This Is Your Life" .  
She also held an annual reception in her home - she called her party a musicale -
and classical music was played for the guests. 
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Pearl Routon served as a Honorary Colonel on the staff of Governor Frank Clement 
and was given the responsibility of beautification of Tennessee's highways. She was 
featured on Ralph Edwards "This Is Your Life" television show  in Hollywood in 
1956. Pearl was responsible for naming the iris as Tennessee's official cultivated 
flower. 
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The children of Mr. Jimmy and Aunt Pearl are above. 
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Their grandchildren are listed here.   
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And more grandchildren! 
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More photos from the Quincy Everett Routon group. 
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Betty Vogel and her husband live in Maryland. 
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This is Betty Ellsworth’s children with their spouses. 



104

And her grandchildren. 
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This is Laura’s sister Ada, on the right, who was also a school teacher – she taught 
in Lebanon, Tennessee. 
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More photos of the Joe Routon branch. 
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